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News in Brief 
 
On 4th. February members were asked to select 10 projected images and 10 prints for the 
competition with Fosse Co-op Camera Club which was held at ESCC on 25th. February. The event 
was well attended and resulted in a win for ESCC by 346 points to 337. Our best performers were 
Simple Reflections by Mike Dawe, Morning in Brandon Wood  by Mike Trigg, Ago by David 
Crowson, Lincoln Cathereral by Mike Dawe, Fountains Abbey by Andy Long.  The judge was Mr. 
Barry Wheway, ARPS, from Nuneaton whose speciality is Sport Activity.   
 
In addition, the selection was extended to 20 prints for the competition with Ashby Camera Club to 
be held on 25th. March at ESCC. Please ensure a good turn out on our home soil. 
 
Our annual Club exhibition was held at the Barwell Methodist Hall on 28th. February where 
members provided up to five images each. A very wide range of images were on display ranging 
from portraits, wildlife and floral to landscapes, seascapes & sport. An estimated 100 visitors 
attended  many of whom gave very favourable comments. Our grateful thanks are due to all the 
members who provided images and to those who helped on the day. 
 

 
 
John Langham informs me that a regular Camera Fair is held at the Dunstall Park Racecourse, 
Wolverhampton where there is a wide range of stalls covering most aspects of photography and 
photographic equipment. The next event is March 8th . followed by another on April 26th. More 
details on www.camfair.co.uk. 
 
Please note that the 2 vacant dates for guest speakers in March and April will be filled as follows : 
 
March 18th.  –  Terry Bickley. – Nature Photography. 
April 29th.    -  A presentation on “ High Speed Photography “ by Brett Lawrence following the  
                        history of ultra fast cameras from the1850s to the present day. A selection of high 
                        speed images in DVD format will be shown. 
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Members Profiles. 
�
Ian Houghton. 
 

                                                    
Location  Burbage, Leicestershire 
How long at ESCC 3 Years 
Status   Living with Partner Tracey 
Children  Megan ( 6 ), Tiffany ( 3 ) 
Employment  Quality Engineer and Web designer 
Camera  Nikon D50 
Lenses   Sigma 18 – 50mm f2.8 EX, Nikon 55 – 200mm, Nikon 50mm f1.8, 
   SB600 & SB26 Flashguns, Light stands and umbrellas. 
Software  Adobe Photoshop CS3 
Best Achievement Being published in the Leicestershire and Rutland Life Magazine Feb 09. 
Website  www.ianhoughton.co.uk Company www.redmorello.com 
 
Ian started taking pictures about 15 years ago when he visited Mallory Park to watch the racing. He 
would borrow his father’s Pentax SLR and enjoyed taking pictures of motor sport. Due to the cost 
of film developing this became too expensive as a hobby so he stopped using film. A number of 
years  later he was given a “ point and shoot “ digital camera as a present. This was fine to begin 
with but he soon tired of the dreaded shutter lag and poor image quality. This was mainly used as a 
holiday camera. 
 
At about the time Ian’s first daughter was born, he decided to buy himself a decent camera to take 
pictures of her growing up. Ian decided to splash out and buy a SLR. After trying out a few in the 
camera shop, he selected the Nikon D50 for its features, ease of use and price. Since then he has 
gradually upgraded his kit lenses by buying the Sigma 18-50mm f2.8 and Nikon 50mm f1.8.These 
are great lenses and don’t cost the Earth. Ian has also invested in a couple of flash guns / radio 
triggers and lighting equipment. This means that he can set up a small studio in his dining room to 
take pictures of his children, family and friends. 
 
Although Ian will take pictures of just about anything, his main photographic interest is in 
landscapes. Whenever he is away on holiday with the family you’ll find him disappearing first thing 
in the morning or last thing at night to take pictures of the local area. Ian’s ambition would be to 
spend a week or two in Scotland taking pictures of the dramatic scenery. 
 
When not taking photos, Ian spends the rest of his spare time working and designing websites. Ian 
re-designed the Club’s website and started his own web design business in 2008. Even with the 
recession, the amount of work in the last 6 months has meant that his photography has taken a back 
seat. One part of web design is imagery. Ian had his first paid commission last month where a client  



 
        3.  
 
requested some pictures of his new workshop This was probably the most stressful set of images 
Ian had ever taken. Trying to work in poor indoor lighting and an untidy workshop made for a nerve  
racking 2 hours !!  Thankfully the pictures came out ok and the client was so impressed he has had 
one of them made into a canvas print for his wall. 
 
Finally, Ian’s best achievement so far (apart from winning the Club’s still life competition last year) 
was being contacted by the Leicestershire and Rutland Life Magazine for a 3 page spread. His 
pictures will be seen by over 9,000 magazine readers.�
                                     
John Bates.  

 
 
 
John lives in Hinckley & is married to Jane with 2 kids. To complete his mister average status he 
also has the obligatory dog & estate car. His interests include motorbikes, fishing & music. He’s 
employed as a warehouse manager for a shopfitting company where he has spent the last 18.5 yrs.  

Currently using Pentax equipment his interest in photography started when he was about 17 & 
progressed through gaining a Diploma in Photography, time spent as a studio assistant & working 
as a salesman @ Cecil Jacobs. It still surprises him that some of his work was published. Then came 
a loss of interest in photography for about 20yrs.  
 
Using a payout after breaking his collarbone in a motorbike accident following a pedestrians 
attempt to commit hari kari he went digital & re-discovered his interest. Deciding to join ESCC to 
ensure he kept shooting & was challenged with varying subject matter has, he says, proved to be 
one of his better decisions. He even managed to be commissioned to shoot a  ‘09 charity calendar 
which underwent 3 print runs owing to its popularity. 
 
Happiest in the studio where he can control things he would like to improve his landscapes but is 
frustrated by natures inability to light things correctly or place mountains & lakes where they are 
more readily accessible.  
 
He likes the works of Weston, Sieff, Mapplethorpe, Carlos Clarke & their ilk but isn’t a fan of 
‘record shots’ believing that although they serve a purpose often there is a more interesting take 
available.  
 
John believes that photography, when used as art, should raise an emotion in the viewer even if it’s 
dislike. To be able to analyse your feelings toward what you view & bring that input into your own 
work should improve your photography & raise it beyond what the average person can produce. It’s 
easier than ever now to produce a technically good shot, to produce art is what he strives for. He’s a 
long way to go but what a journey it will be.     
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Members Profile Guidance. 

The technical side first – please provide your profile in WORD with Times New Roman text, size 
12. Please write it in the third person i.e. not I did this or I went there, but Fred did this or He went 
there etc. as a reporter would write the item about you. 

Please include a recent photograph this helps people put a name to a face. I still struggle with some 
names after one year as a member. Please include details of where you live ( general area ), 
Married,  Children, Grandchildren, where employed, interests, how many years a club member etc. 

Also please include some details about yourself such as work experience, places of interest visited, 
favourite photographic sites, achievements etc. Only include details that you are happy to reveal to 
members. We do not wish to pry into private lives but to let members know a little about the person 
they meet every Wednesday evening. 

Naturally, also include details about your photographic equipment and some of your best photo 
experiences plus your opinions and your ambitions for the future. 

Your Club Committee is : 

Chairman  -   Clive Jarvis. 01455 451622   clivejarvis@hotmail.com 
Vice Chairman –  Kevin Poynor   01455 845076   kevin@kevpoynor.abelgratis.co.uk 
Programme Secretary -  Glynne Wilson 01455 446454 mrsglynnewilson@btinternet.com 
Copetition Secretary - Andy Long 01455 291286 andy@balong.co.uk 
Treasurer                   - Keith Mundy 01455 273715 keith@kgmundy.plus.com 
Web Master              - Ian Houghton 07961 534209 mail@ianhoughton.co.uk 

                           
10% discount for Camera                           And 10% discount at Burbage 
 Club Members at Photo Image.                 Photo Centre  
 
Inkley Ink will also give us 10% discount on Ink and Paper. 

Both of the above available on presentation of the Member’s Club Card. 

We welcome all new members who enrolled at the Club this term. 

Editor : Brett Lawrence, 14, Cumbrae Drive, Hinckley, 01455 230046 
E-Mail : brett_Lawrence_5@hotmail.com 


